Author, peace-keeper, refugee worker, human rights activist, a
former Minister of State for External Affairs and now a member of
the Indian Parliament from the Thiruvananthapuram constituency in
Kerala, Shashi Tharoor straddles several worlds of experience.His UN
career began in 1978, when he joined the staff of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Geneva, and included
key responsibilities in peace-keeping after the Cold War and as a
senior adviser to the Secretary-General, as well as the United
Nations Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public
Information. Dr Tharoor left the UN on 31 March 2007.Dr Tharoor is
also the award-winning author of twelve books, as well as hundreds
\ of articles, op-eds and book reviews in a wide range of publications,

including the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles
Times, the International Herald Tribune, Time, Newsweek, The Times of India and The Hindu. He has
served for two years as a Contributing Editor and occasional columnist for Newsweek
International.Dr Tharoor is an internationally known speaker on India’s recent transformation and
future prospects, globalisation, freedom of the press, human rights, literacy, Indian culture, and
India’s present and potential influence in world politics. Born in London in 1956, Dr Tharoor was
educated in India and the United States, completing a PhD in 1978 at the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University, where he received the Robert B. Stewart Prize for Best Student. At
Fletcher, Shashi Tharoor helped found and was the first Editor of the Fletcher Forum of International
Affairs, a journal now in its 33rd year. Dr Tharoor was also awarded an honorary D.Litt. by the
University of Puget Sound. A compelling and effective speaker, he is fluent in English and French.
Shashi Tharoor has also served on the Board of Overseers of the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, the board of trustees of the Aspen Institute, and the Advisory Boards of the Indo-
American Arts Council, the American India Foundation, the World Policy Journal, the Virtue
Foundation and the human rights organization Breakthrough.




